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Teaching is a highly individualized activity. 

Student and teacher interaction is usually very intense 

relationship during the lesson. There is no “perfect” 

or “most successful” teaching method that works 

very well for teachers. In the beginning, new teachers 

attempt to imitate the style of a favorite teaching type 

which may work well for all teachers, but afterward 

they develop their own personal teaching method.  

Understandably, a new or an experienced 

teacher should pick any kind of teaching method that 

can be the most comfortable one for the students; 

however, an effective teacher may use a variety of 

instructional methods.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some important and common 

suggestions FOR TEACHERS:   

- Begin and end lessons punctually. 

- Tell your students what you’re going to tell them, 

and tell them what you’ve told them. Repeat your 

main points early and often. 

- Don’t forget that most students can concentrate for 

five to ten minutes at a time. 

- Pay attention to your students.  

Puzzled looks suggest you need to explain a concept 

more clearly. 

- Whether using the chalkboard, overhead projector, 

or computer screen, remember to face the students as 

much as possible. 

- Avoid getting stuck behind your computer. Refocus 

student attention by moving around the classroom.  

- Ask students to respond briefly 

to some variation on the 

following two questions: 

“What was the most important 

thing that you learned during 

this class?” AND “What 

important question remains 

unanswered?” 

- Direct the students’ attention to 

a single important term, name, 

or concept from a particular 

lesson or class session, and ask 

them to list several ideas that are closely related to 

that “focus point.”   

- Ask students to write down a quick response to one 

question. “What was the unclear point in______ ?” 

- Use imagination give 

original examples and 

various questions to avoid 

monotony. 

 

And  
- A self-confident, relaxed, 

positive, and successful 

teacher is a well-prepared 

one.  

 

And  
- Think of each lesson as an essay: it should have a 

clear, concise thesis, and it should have an 

introduction, body, and conclusion.  
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This magazine is a collection of our student’s 

writing. It is not just simple words put together given 

a pleasant meaning or sometimes informative 

knowledge, rather this writing is a peek inside their 

struggles and their abilities to overcome them.  It 

takes courage to write something in a different 

language. Every day they write a paragraph. They 

write it on a neat white piece of paper and every day I 

return a massacred copy with red bloody pen marks 

all over their efforts.  Yet they write again, and keep 

trying to understand the mistakes and trying not make 

them again. This is the beauty of writing; we are 

constantly learning, understanding and growing not 

just as writers but as individuals.  
 

 

Everything we do, say and feel is all a matter 

of perception; our own unique perspectives.  For 

example, take into consideration the tool with which 

we write; a pencil. There’s a unique story about the 

pencil. Did you know a pencil has seven great 

qualities? First, it allows us to write, freely, without 

any limitations. We write what we think and feel 

openly, but a pencil doesn’t write itself. It is our hand 

that guides the pencil; it is our hand that picks up a 

pencil with the intention to write. Reflecting on this, 

everything in our life is like that pencil. There is 

always a force guiding us, this force is God. It is with 

God’s Will that a person is able to pick up the pencil 

and write. So while we have this illusion that weare 

writing freely, openly, without any limitations it is 

always important to keep in mind the hand that is 

guiding us.  Just like the pencil, you are capable of 

great things, if you remember that there is indeed a 

supreme guidance, the Will of God, above us.  
 

 

When we write, write and write, there comes 

a point when the tip of the pencil no longer exists. 

Yes, the Will is present to write, but our tool of 

writing has given up on us at that moment. It’s 

because, like everything else in this world, one must 

learn to take a break, to pause, to ponder over all the 

words written so far. Just like      this pencil, our 

minds, our bodies need to rest; they need time to 

rejuvenate, to rebuild their strength before they can 

 

 

carry on their duties and tasks. That’s why sleep is so 

important.  That’s why an enjoyable evening spent 

with family and friends is so important. That’s why 

the five daily prayers, a solitude of our mind body 

and soul are so imperative because it gives us that 

moment to pause, to be grateful that we have pencil 

and with God’s Will, the ability to write.  It’s with 

the responsibility to work and the wisdom to know 

when to pause, can we learn to appreciate the glory of 

our creation.   

 

Timing is very important. Management of 

time is essential for a balanced life. See what happens 

when you take a pencil and write for hours, hours and 

hours, eventually the lead finishes and you can no 

longer write. Imagine working all the time and giving 

neither your mind nor your body some rest, we’d stop 

functioning, suffer from an illness, or perhaps die of 

an increasing heart rate. We’ve established that it’s 

important to take a break, but what’s more important 

is the moment we start again. A break can be 

minutes, hours, months, years, but the defining 

moment is when we start again. As a pencil needs a 

sharpener to become useful, to become alive, it  

 

suffers some pain, some sorrow, but afterwards it is 

much sharper. Our abilities, our tools to function in 

this life may fail us sometime, we may suffer in pain, 

delve in sorrow, but we must not forget, like a pencil, 

we too just need a bit of  sharpening, an awakening to 

be revived once again. We must learn to bear our 

sorrows, handle our pains, overcome our weaknesses; 

they all will make us better people.  
 

 

Writing is not perfect. A pencil is not a 

perfect tool unable to make mistakes. Our words are 

not always the best ones used the first time we write 

them, perhaps at a second glance, over re-reading a 

certain passage repeatedly do we find a better word, a 

better way of  expressing our thoughts, so we erase, 

rub our mistake and create a new masterpiece. Our 

sins, our faults our shortcomings are not written in 

ink, but rather with a pencil. They can easily be 

erased, replaced, and no one needs to know because 

everyone will only see the furnished, revised, edited  
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and perfected piece. Correcting something wrong is 

not a bad thing and making errors is not wrong either.  

The wisdom is upon reflecting, realizing that 

something is wrong and needs to be changed- and 

changing it. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes to err is 

to be human. No one is perfect and everyone is 

perfected though the endless mistakes we make as  

we learn and grow.  

      

Some pencils are fancy, some are beautiful. 

Some come in different colors, some polished and 

sparkling. Some come from a convenient store 

bought for a couple of cents, some are found on the 

streets, in a forgotten old school bag or on a desk of a 

very important person. Through all this, the pencil 

remains the same. It has a wooden exterior and a 

graphite interior, the only difference is the words 

written with it. Don’t lose yourself in comparing your 

abilities with those around you. What matters more is 

what you do with your abilities, your behaviour, 

attitude, words and your actions. May you be a poor 

beggar or multi-millionaire, a wooden pencil will 

remain a wooden pencil. Be careful with every action 

and every thought, every word ever written because 

that will forever remain even after you cease you 

exist.  Think of the alphabet, with the same letters we 

can write words of peace and with the same letters 

we can destroy.  

 

  A pencil mark on a white sheet of paper will 

always leave some residue of its existence.  Treat 

every person you encounter in your life as a pure 

sheet of paper. Even if their paper is no longer white, 

or erased with mistakes; always see others in their 

pure form, the initial white sheet of paper. It is up to 

you to leave a beautiful mark and impression of your 

existence.  Don’t judge others, because you do not 

know the harsh or calm winds with which their  

 

 

papers have blown through.  Everything you do 

leaves behind a mark, it effects everyone around you 

so be conscious of yourself because you travel along 

with the people you have encountered.  

And finally, the life of the pencil will one 

day come to an end. After it has reached its purpose 

of writing, erasing, being sharpened many times over 

and over again, one day it will no longer exist. Like 

us. One day we will cease to exist, our life journeys 

will be filled with stories, of past mistakes, sorrows 

and struggles suffered and overcome and we will die. 

Like the pencil leaves behind its words once written, 

our lives too will leave behind a memory to those still 

alive. It’s up to us to decide whether we leave behind 

a sweet or bitter memory.  

It takes immense amount of courage to think 

of something every day and to write about it. I am 

impressed and greatly appreciative of the efforts put 

in by the students and the organizers making all this 

happen. Perhaps it’s with the blessing of God and the 

pure intentions of every student here, but most 

importantly it is because of the strength, the 

determination and perseverance.  
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Sometimes I think about English language:  

 Why is English language very important?  

 Why should we learn English?  

 Why didn’t we until now?   

 Why don’t we need Spanish language or 

French language?   

      

I decided to ask my friends and I visited my 

friends’ rooms and I asked them “Why is English 

language very important?  What do you think about 

English?”  After they answered me and I wrote...  

 

T. GUNARA:  

“English is a universal language. Everybody can 

speak English everywhere.”  

   

N. AKBABA:  

“We want to teach good things to students, so I must 

learn English.”  

  

BAHRAM H. :  

“English language is science and technology. We 

have different ideas, our idea is to provide to 

everybody in the world. Also, Hizmet is in over 180 

countries and it connects with everybody in Hizmet 

and these countries with English language.”  

  

H. SAHIN:  

 “I am a teacher. Our    schools’ language of 

education is English. I must teach my subjects in 

English. I speak to students and other people in 

English.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K. YURTSEVER:  

“American people and English people went to the  

African continent.  They taught their language to   

everybody in the African continent, so a lot people 

can speak the English language. If we want to speak 

with a lot of people, we should learn English.”  

      

BAHZAD C. :  

“English language is spoken by a lot of people in the 

world and it is a special language after Arabic 

language, because twenty seven countries speak 

Arabic. If you want to go out of your country, you 

should speak English language. “ 

 

M.S. TOPKAYA:  

“We should reach all countries in the world, so 

English is one way for this purpose.” 

 

AREEJ R. :   

“English is an important language for 

communicating globally. All business trade and 

commerce are conducted in English. To understand 

the world you must learn English.” 

 

N. SALMA:  

“Because if has become a global language that is 

spoken by more than two billion people. Most 

websites are in English language and most people in 

the world study English as a second language. The 

best and the most popular movies are also English. “  

  

      I think, English language is very important and 

very necessary for our friendship, a nice future and a 

very nice world.  
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We see disabled people. We get sad for them. 

This morning I saw a man who can't see. 'I wish he 

had eyes' I said. He was walking with a stick. I 

couldn’t take my eyes off of him. Maybe he is 

disabled from birth. Either he had an accident so he 

lost his eyes, or he had an illness so he lost his eyes. 

My mother can't walk easily. She should have a 

surgery. She has a problem with her knees. Some 

people have a problem with their legs. They can't 

walk. They use wheel chair or a clutch. What a bad 

psychology! There are a lot of people who are living 

happily with their disability. They are full of 

happiness. They think that; 

 

"I am disabled, I don’t have some part of my 

body, I lost something but I have a lot of things to 

except from this disability." 

 

What do we think? If we are disabled, what 

do we do? I think I couldn’t be very strong. Allah 

knows. If we have strong belief, we are strong. We 

can lose something in this life. We should be ready 

and we should be full of happiness, full of life. For 

another way, we should believe Allah, if we don’t 

have something and if we should be patient, Allah 

will give everything to us in the afterlife.  

 

 
 

 

You might have read this 

advertisement;”selling hundreds of thousands of 

water bootless” or “To please millions of customers.” 

These are very large numbers! Who counted all these 

consumers? Do you believe such numbers?  

 

In the case of most large numbers, like the 

number of stars in the universe, the exact number is 

not known. Nobody actually wants to know the exact 

number of water bottles or consumers or stars in the 

universe .Such numbers are in fact estimates based on 

other dates like the number of bottles that the water 

company has or the number of stars in a particular 

region of the sky. To understand this, we assume that 

the number of water bottles sold in Kurdistan is 

estimated as one million bottles a day over the last 

ten year      (i.e. 3650 days).According to this 

estimate , the production of water bottles by the water 

company over the last 10 years is;  

               
          

   
                 

How can you make sure that such estimates 

are correct although nobody has actually counted all 

these bottles? You can check that after studying the 

meaning of these estimates for the individual, and see 

whether results are convincing. 
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Our big problem is obesity. It is a big 

problem for every nation. It is because of fast food. 

Technology is developing. We are sitting all the time. 

We aren’t walking. We are using cars, subways, 

busses, trains in this age. We should play sports. We 

should go swimming walking, running. We should 

eat fruits, vegetables. 

     Some countries are applying a good 

system. I love it. It is about flight tickets. In a few 

countries, flight agencies are selling tickets according 

to people's weight. If you are a fat person, you must 

buy an expensive ticket. If you are thin, you pay little 

money for your flight. I think this is a useful system 

to prevent obesity. I want to pay a little money so I 

will lose weight.  

 

     All around the world everybody loses 

weight. We can be patient, if we put on a lot of 

weight. We can't be healthy. We should not forget 

this, while we are eating something. 

        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are surrounded by principles of physics 

in our everyday lives. In fact, most propel know 

much more about physics than they realize. Many of 

the invest-ions, appliances, tools and buildings we 

live with today are made possible by the application 

of the principles of physics.  

 

When you buy a carton of ice cream at the 

store and put in the freezer at home, you do the it 

because intuitively know enough about the laws of 

physics to know  that the ice cream will melt if you 

leave it on the counter. 

  

Every time you take a step, catch a ball, open 

a door or check your image in a mirror, you are 

unconsciously using your knowledge of physics.  

 

 

 

 

      
 

Chemistry is very important in our life. We 

can see chemistry in every part of our life. For 

example, while preparing this textbook we use 

pencils, pen and papers. We can decorate, paint, 

protect and clean our houses thanks to chemistry.  

 

Chemistry even helps us with our clothing 

and footwear. We can use chemistry in herbal drugs 

and medicine, blood analysis, hormones and urine; as 

well as diagnose illnesses. We can stay in chemistry 

‘potable purified water’.  

 

Chemistry helps us in coloring our world. If 

we look around us, chemistry is everywhere. I think 

we must understand the importance of chemistry, 

because chemistry is very useful for our life.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bamboo is a kind of tree. It is a very 

interesting tree, because must be very patient to grow 

a bamboo. People from China, plant seeds to grow a 

tree. They give dung and water to bamboo seeds for a 

year, but it doesn’t sprout. After a year again, they 

give dung and water but it doesn’t sprout. They do 

this for five years.  In the end, it sprouts. After it 

sprout, it grows very fast. It reaches 27 meters within 

six weeks.  

      

All right, does a bamboo grow in six weeks 

or five years?  

 

Of course, five years because, if people don’t 

give dung and water for five years then it doesn’t 

grow.  

 

 

CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS 
You must work for a while. 

You must endure for a while 

You must believe all the time 

You must never give up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One day, a man wants to visit many countries 

because he likes to visit the world. This man’s name 

is Ahmet Soysal.   

      

Ahmet is a very successful man. Sometimes, 

he must go overseas but he likes to go. This is a 

chance for him. Then he starts to prepare his suitcase 

and he buys a ticket. He is going to go far away, 

Mozambique.  

      

Ahmet goes to Mozambique and he goes to a 

hotel. Hotel is good and clean. He likes it there. He 

has a day because he is going to join a meeting 

tomorrow. So he goes out and visits somewhere. 

Then he wants to come back to hotel but there is a 

problem. He lost his wallet. He doesn’t know what he 

will do. He looks for it everywhere. He doesn’t get in 

a car because he doesn’t have money. He doesn’t 

know anyone there. He thinks “What will I do?” then 

he starts to walk. Suddenly he hears a voice. It is 

Turkish. He doesn’t believe it. Then he runs near this 

man. He asks “Are you Turkish?” the man says “I am 

not Turkish but I know Turkish. Why?” He doesn’t. 

He asks again “What? Are you kidding? How this 

situation be?” then man says “It is real. I know 

Turkish because I went to Turkish School. Then I 

learnt Turkish very well. Then he was shocked. 

Again ask “Why did these teachers come here?” the 

man says “They want to be good people and they are 

an example for us. They want us to be good people. 

Just for this. They are going to prepare a New World. 

Inşallah.” 

      

When Ahmet went to hotel he was thinking 

“They are going to prepare a New World.” 



 
 

8 

     

 

Crime is a paremıc (as a disease) that is 

quickly taking over the world. with the recession in 

the worlds ‘economy’ corruption’ violent crime’ is 

realizing that hurt people hurt others.  
 

One should understand that the chance of one 

becoming a victim of crime is no longer a mere 

possibility, but a reality ,the purpose of this article  is 

to advise on how to close up some of the coop holes 

in there private lies that may enable potential 

criminal the opportunity  to penetrate.  
 

We have many steps or many ways or many 

concepts or many ideas to prevent but will write 

down some steps briefly  

1. Keep life in perspective  

2. Protect your commercial assets 

3. Avoid allowing strangers in to your home or 

closed to living space 

4. Spend little extra money on home security 

5. Be cautions with dangerous objects in your home  

6. Break routine as much as possible 

7. Take advantage of neighbor –hood watch 

8. Build reputation of integrity 

9. Avoid false sence of security 

10. Don’t easily entrust your personal possession to 

another  

 

Actually it is very important to implement 

the previous steps to prevent crime and keep our 

country clean. In my opinion this case in the duty of 

all people in a city and all of us must attempt to 

prevent crime.  
 

 I think treating this problem depends on the 

civilization or the development of this city, and really 

each city has cruel people who want to corrupt the 

city and always want to do bad things.  
 

      I think the government should publish some 

magazine and play some programs on TV for the 

people so they can develop the city. I hope every 

country becomes better and decreases crime and 

become to innocent people, actually if we want the 

city to become the best, don’t crime, at first we must 

be good ourselves.  

 

 

 

Education is very important for preventing 

crime, especially for children. 

      

     First, fathers and mothers deal with their 

children. They should teach very good manners to 

their children. They teach them love, friendship and 

respect. If we take care of our garden, it gives very 

delicious fruit to us. Children are like this. If we deal 

with our children, they will be very nice people.  

     

      Second, teachers are very important for 

students, so teachers should notice this. Teachers are 

very important models for students. If teachers are 

honest, respectful and friendly, their students will be 

honest, respectful and friendly.  

 

Third, children’s friends are very important 

for children. We should pay attention to our 

children’s friends. If their friends have very bad 

habits, children can learn these very easy. Our 

children can learn steal, fight, lie and everything. We 

should guard our children from every dangerous 

things. We should listen to our children. We should 

understand them. We should watch T.V, play video 

games, play soccer, listen to music, read books, do 

homework with our children. We should attack 

importance to our children.  

  

     I think, when all people were children, they 

were very nice. They learnt bad things from their 

parents, friends and teachers, because when they 

were born, they didn’t know anything. If we teach 

nice things to them, they will become nice people. 

We can’t change old and young people. It is very 

hard, but we can change children very easily, so we 

can prevent crime.  If we can prevent crime, people 

don’t die, don’t cry and don’t sad. If everybody do 

these with children, countries don’t need a lot of 

police, soldiers, guards and guns.  

    

I think, the world will be nice, peaceful, 

wonderful and very happy in the future. I hope we 

will witness this. Don’t forget! Nice children equal 

nice future for the world.  

    



 
 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many years  ago, chess was the most popular 

game in India. A Brahman wanted to play chess with 

the Shah of India. Shah agreed to play chess with 

Brahman.  
 

They played and after a long game, Brahman 

won and Shah asked “What do you want from my 

treasure?” Brahman replied: “My Great Shah, I only 

want some wheat.” Shah asked, “How much wheat? 

How many tonnes?” He replied “Some wheat like 

this…” and he showed.    “I want one seed of wheat 

for the first square, and I want two seeds of wheat for 

the second square. Then for third square, four seeds. 

So for each square, I want 2 multiple seeds of 

previous square’s quantity. “Shah laughed loudly and 

started to calculate. 

 
Square Seeds Total Seeds 

1. 1 1 

2. 2 3 

3. 4 7 

4. 8 15 

… … 
 

10. 512 1023 (≅ a handful of wheat) 

… …  

15. 16384 32762 (almost 1.5 kg.) 

… …  
 

 … and continued to calculate. On the 32th square, 

they calculated about 100 tonnes of wheat.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 49th square, they reached almost 24 

million tonnes wheat and on the 54th square, 731 

million tones. On the 64th square of the chessboard 

there would be 9,223,372,036,854,774,808 seeds of 

wheat and on the entire chessboard there would be 

18,446,744,073,709,551,615 seeds of wheat, 

weighing 461,168,602,000 tonnes (can you believe 

that?) which would be a heap of wheat larger than 

Mount Everest.  

           

      This calculation’s result shocked everybody 

because total seeds equal to 20 digits number. This 

number is around 1000 times the global production of 

wheat in 2010. If you don’t believe me, you can 

calculate. (hint: 1000 seeds of wheat = 31 gr.)  

      

Nobody knows, what happened to him?  
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Bees are very important for the world. Bee is 

an insect. It has yellow and black colors. It is very 

small insect. It has a very important role for the 

ecology system. It transfers pollens to other plants, 

and flowers are pollinated by bees. If the world didn’t 

have bees, the plants wouldn’t breed, so all plants 

would die. That is very terrible, because when plants 

die, animals wouldn’t have food. Then all animals: 

birds, insects and mammals die. If plants and animals 

die, life would end in the world. Everywhere would 

become a desert, so bees are very important for the 

world and us.  

      

We must be careful. The population of bees 

mustn’t finish. I think, people responsible the 

population of bees. We feed them very good. Bees 

produce honey for us. Bees feed from all flowers and 

they take pollens from all flowers. Then they 

transform pollens into the honey, so honey is very 

healthy. The bacteria don’t live in honey, so it is a 

very good food. It is useful for all of our body. 

Specially, children should eat honey, because their 

immune system is very weak.  

      

Bees’ honeycomb shape is a hexagon. When 

they use this shape, they can store maximum honey, 

and they use minimum wax. That is wonderful, 

because bees know this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals are usually born with the ability to 

do certain things. Young birds open their beaks and 

chirp when they hear a parent bird approaching the 

rest. This behavior does not have to 

be learned. It is said to be 

instinctive. 

  

      The instinctive 

behavior of an animal 

changes as it gets older. 

The animal learns certain 

things. Young chicks 

instinctively peck at 

things on the ground. 

They soon learn that some 

of the things they        

try to eat don’t eat taste very nice. 

They learn to recognize these things and avoid them 

in the  future. This is called learned behavior. 
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I like the whole colors because each one explains 

something and affects feeling. 

 

 YELLOW  
This color is very bright. Yellow shrieks for pay 

attention. So people use for warning‘s light. Taxis 

colors are yellow in the World. Autumn’s color is 

yellow. This color has a strong attractiveness to catch 

feeling. It explains merriment. It has intelligent, grace 

and skillful. 

By the way it is melancholy and longing. 

 

RED 
This color is liveliness and active. It has happiness. 

Red color shows rash, resolution. This color is 

hungry so the whole World food company uses red. 

Gain speed to flow blood. 
 

PINK 
This color unites with red of White this color gives 

liveliness like red but this color is slow. This color 

gives merriment and happiness. Pink is love and 

images. 

 

BLUE 
This color uses common in the World. Blue is shy. 

Blue explains relaxing. 

If people use very much, it spoils morale. It has 

comfort. If the walls in the blue at school, children do 

little naughtiness. 

 

 

 

 

A week ago, when I walked to work, I saw a 

child. The child was very cute. I liked him. I spoke 

with him but he was sorry. I asked him:  

 

- “Why are you sorry?” He said to me:  

- “I am sorry because I missed my parent.”  

Then I asked again:  

- “Why? Where are your parents?”  

- “My family went to space.”  

- “Oh really! I am sorry to hear that! By the way, 

where are you staying? Are you alone?”  

- “Yes sister. I am alone. I am staying with my 

grandmother.”  

- “Okay. What are you thinking what will you do?”  

- “I am sorry but I will be happy inşaallah and I am 

going to go to space and I am going to visit my 

parents. I will go to the Sun, Mercury, Moon and 

Stars. I want to see these planets inşaallah.”  

- “Okay. By the way what is your name?”  

- “I am Ali sister. What is your name?”  

- “I am Mürüvvet.”  

 

      Then I took him to his house and I learnt a 

bad thing. His grandmother said to me. “His parents 

died together and   I must tell a lie.” She loved him 

and she wants him to be happy. Then I said to him.” 

Ali you must study very well and you must be good. 

Then I said to her “Don’t worry please. Inşaallah you 

will be together in paradise.”  
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Number of Phi (φ) is approximatelly equal to 

1.618. This is a superiordesign number in 

mathematics. Also we  can call it “the Golden Ratio”.  

 

This is a natural ratio. We can see its fluents 

everywhere, from  seed to space. Plants, animals, 

humans have this ratio . Also we can see this in 

architecture, painting and music.  

   

   Several years ago Adolf Zeising found this 

ratio in some plants. In the arrangment of branches, 

veins in leaves, stems of plants… Especially the 

seeds of pine coners and sunflowers. They are 

arranged in a spiral fashion. 

     

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our body’s architect is one of the most 

perfect examples of this ratio. For example; ‘the 

length between the finger tip and the elbow’ divided 

by ‘the length between the finger tip and the wrist’, 

‘the length between foot base and the ankle’ divided 

by ‘the length between the foot base and the knee’ 

and ‘the length of the face’ over ‘the width of the 

face’ and many more… 

     

We can see this ratio in animals. The spiral 

structure of a snail is the most distinct example of the 

golden spirals in the animal system. Also the horns of 

ram, beaks of parrots and claws of lions a represent 

the Golden Ratio. 

    

The Golden Ratio gives us  

a mathematical definition of “beauty”. 
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Heart is the most important thing in human 

body. Heart pumps blood. It has four parts. It delivers 

blood to all of  human body.  

 

     We can't see this circulation; there is a big 

great system in our bodies. If the heart stops, life 

finishes. At the same time there are a lot of feelings 

in our hearts; sadness, happiness, kindness, helpness. 

If we don’t have these feeling, our lives finish. We 

can't learn how we should live. Our hearts should 

have some beauties. To forgive, to love, to help, to 

share, to smile… and so on. For our hearts, the most 

important thing is to be honest.  

      

Some people can be sensitive. We shouldn’t 

break their hearts. We should be careful. When I was 

a teenage, I broke my mother's heart. I regretted it. 

She said "don’t do that". I did. She was very valuable 

for me but I didn’t understand her. Although I am not 

sensitive, I am trying to understand sensitive people. 

I am determined to be happy with people, in spite of 

their mistakes.  

      

The heart of the world is Kaaba. To break a 

heart is similar to demolish the Kaaba, because 

Kaaba is the place of Allah. In the heart is where love 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are four kinds of blood groups in the 

world. A, B, AB, 0. Many years ago  there were M, 

N, but they are finished.  

 

We give some blood to patient in the 

hospitals. Somebody gives notice to find a person 

who gives blood. I try to help these people when I 

hear this notice. Sometimes there are some people 

who don’t know the importance of blood. They don’t 

know this life is valuable. They kill somebody easily. 

They have enemies; they think their enemies mustn’t 

live. They decide this, but Allah decides everything. 

They have to think about this. Blood is important. 

Blood is pumped to heart. Blood is sent to all parts of 

human body by heart.  

    

  Unfortunately some microbe, some illness 

are transferred by blood for example AIDS, Lues, 

Hepatitis and so on. Bloodlessness is an illness. The 

other name of this illness is Anemia. In this illness 

patients always need blood. If we eat grape molasses 

and tomatoes, we have a lot of blood. Our life is 

valuable so we should take care of ourselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 
 

 

As people of the world, we have always had 

the passion or the obligation to learn and to teach. 

Unlike animals, humans can teach and learn difficult 

tasks. In the past we had to learn in order to survive. 

We had to learn how to hunt or grow fruits and 

vegetables to provide food for our families. Now, we 

learn in order to have better lives. For many people, 

the key to a good life is good education. All over the 

world, there are millions of doctors, engineers, police 

officers, architects and so on. Could they become any 

of these without teachers? The answer is definitely 

no. 

   

      Our mothers are our first teachers. They 

teach with passion and patience. In a lot of families, 

fathers also teach their children many things. 

However, the education that is given at home is not 

enough for someone to become a doctor or an 

engineer.  After years of school education, we can 

become a professional. Throughout our school lives, 

we are educated by many teachers. Some of these 

teachers love their jobs and make us love the subject 

they teach and some of them do the exact opposite.  

 

      Teachers who teach with passion help a lot of 

people become successful professionals or 

individuals in a society. When we analyze the  lives 

of successful           
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people in the world, we see that most of these people 

are from happy families and they have received good 

education from passionate teachers. Not all people 

are this fortunate though. Sometimes bad parenting 

and low quality education from unqualified teachers 

ruin the lives of millions of people in the world. The 

only solution to this problem is educating people to 

become better parents, better students, better teachers 

and I think strong belief and passion are needed most. 

   

      To sum up, if we want to live in a better 

world in the future, we all should accept the fact that 

it is possible only through education. The teaching 

profession must be regarded as one of the most 

important and respected professions in the world. 

Better education means fewer conflicts, fewer wars, 

more justice and more peace.  

 

 

 
 

 

      There are two kinds of books:  

 

      The first kind of books are the ones that are 

written by human. These type of books are my 

intimate friends, whenever I read them. They give me 

too much  knowledge and they expand my vision.  

 

      The second type is written by a supernatural 

power. The book of Universe. This kind of book has 

four different views; which are the sea sons of the 

year. The reader can make a different reading for 

each but normal people cannot understand them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Moore is a thinker who is the director 

of the Radius Foundation in New York.  

    

   About 7 years ago, he decided to learn 

Arabic. He thought “Western science, mathematics 

and engineering were worked out in the first 

centuries of the Common Era by the Persians, Arabs 

and Turks.  

      

He started to learn and started to find 

something for science: The Arabic texts reached 

Spain in 11
th
 and 12

th
 century and European countries 

started to translate those texts but there were 

problems. The biggest problem was; some letter’s 

sounds in Arabic had difficult pronunciation and 

European scholars didn’t express these sounds in 

their alphabets. For example the letter of “ش” is a big 

problem. It makes a sound “sh” in English. Arabic 

mathematicians use the word of “الشيء” /al’sheıan/. It 

means something, unknown. So the definite problem 

for the Spanish scholars was “translating the letter 

 because Spanish doesn’t have ,”الشيء“ and word ”ش“

that sound. Therefore Spanish translators borrowed 

the letter                    “X” (K). After that, English 

translators used this letter and they changed “X” 

letter to Latin “X”. Many mathematicians are using 

“X” letter now. It looks like “X” anyway.  

  

     Now, We know the answer to our question. 

“Why is x the unknown?” “Because we can’t say the 

  ”.sound in Spanish ”ش“
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      The River of Nile is the longest river in the world. It is 6.650 km. It has three parts. Those are the Blue 

Nile, the White Nile and the Atbara Nile.  

 

      Africa is a hot continent. It doesn’t rain there so a lot of places are arid. Countries are covered with desert. 

Egypt doesn’t need rain. The Nile is flowing in the middle of the Egypt. In 3000, Egypt has two parts. Down Egypt 

and Up Egypt, but in the administration of Pharaoh these two parts joined together. It continued for 3000 years. The 

success of Egypt civilization got its fame from The River of Nile. Egypt became a successful civilization. It had 

The River of Nile. Firstly, building the first ship, agriculture, irrigation, the technique of construction and 

measurement are seen in Egypt. This civilization left a big stable heritage. Because of flood the people of Egypt 

found Geometry. They used the useful land near the river. They had a lot of agriculture product. They sold them so 

the commerce increased. Some society, some nation wants to have their products and their land, so the number of 

soldier increased. Army became strong. They protected their products and land.  

 

      Pharaoh was a very rude. He didn’t behave kindly to the people. He said: "Everything is mine, every place 

is my land. He killed all boys in this country. There was a baby. His name was Musa. Musa’s mother put him in a 

basket in the river. Musa was a prophet. Pharaoh found him and he fed Musa for years. He didn’t know he was a 

prophet.                                                        

 

  

        

 
            I’m a bus driver. My passengers are my students. I drive them to the 
future every day. My passengers are very important because they are our 
future. 
 

            The world is our traffic. It is very crowded and there are a lot of 
dangerous roads. I have to be careful because I carry a very important 
treasure to the future so I have to protect them. I must be a good driver 
and my bus must be wonderful. The consent of my passengers is very 
important for me. My catering and my music must be good. I think that my 
students’ brains are an emerald.  
 

    Their dreams and emotions will change the world. They are our future.  
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Richter scale is a method measurement of the violence of the earthquake. This method was invented in 

1935 by Charles Francis Richter and Beto Gutenberg. The scale is a bas- 10 logarithmic scale. The magnitude is 

defined as the logarithm of the ratio.  

 

      The Richter Magnitude of earth is determined by the logarithm of the amplitude. The  original formula is;  

 

                 ( )       [    ( )] 
 

    (A=Maximum excursion, A0 =Depends only on the epicentral distance of the station, ML = Magnitude Local.)  

 

New formula is;  

    
 

 
                

 
 
(   ) 

 (M= Magnitude, W=Equivalent of TNT basis of tons of energy)  

 

 

 

 

 

Magnitude  Description Earth Effects 
Frequency of 

occurrence 

less than 

2.0 
Micro Not felt or felt rarely by sensitive people. 

8,000 times a 

day 

2.0 - 2.9 

Minor 

Felt slightly by some people. No damage to buildings. 
1,000 times a 

day 

3.0 -3.9 Often felt by people but very rarely causes damage. 
49,000 times a 

year 

4.0 - 4.9 Light 
Felt by most people in the effected area. Generally causes none 

to minimal damage. 

6,200 times a 

year 

5.0 - 5.9 Moderate 
Felt by everyone. At most, none to slight damage to all other 

buildings. 

800 times a 

year 

6.0 - 6.9 Strong Death tall ranges from 0 - 25,000. 
120 times a 

year 

7.0 - 7.9 Major 
Death tall ranges from 0 - 250,000. Causes damage to most 

buildings. 
18 times a year 

8.0 - 8.9 

Great 

Major damage to buildings, structure likely to be destroyed. 

Death toll ranges from 1,000 to a million. 
Once a year 

9.0 and 

greater 

Death toll usually over 50,000. Near or total destruction- severe 

damage or collapse of all buildings. 

 Once every 10 

to 50 years 
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Cipher is an old 

numerical character in English. Cipher means “zero” 

and its pronunciation is /saıfa/.   

   

The translation of zero in Turkish “sıfır”, in 

Arabic it is “صفر” /sifr/ also. Muslim mathematicians 

invented this term and many other algebraic terms. It 

was one of the most important invention in the 

history of science.  

     

Muslim mathematicians lived in the 

Medieval Era. That era was known as The Islamic 

Golden Age for science. That age ended because of 

Mongol attacks. Mongol attacks started in the 12th 

century.  

     

During the 12th century, Latin translators 

started to translate Arabic-Indian numerals, and 

Golden Age passed Europe with mathematical terms, 

with cipher. Muslim countries forgot science for 

many years.  

  

A few years later translators changed 

“cipher” to “zero” and changed some terms that we 

will never know.  

 

Same meaning:  
* Cyper 

* Zero and Oh  

* Naught and nought  

 

Different meaning: 
* Code 

* A cryptographic system using an algorithm. 

* Monogram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 
 

One day, a mathematician came to class at 

Yıldız Technical University, in 1982. Class was very 

noisy and they didn‘t see the teacher or they didn’t 

want to see. He looked at the students and he walked 

toward a black board. He took a chalk and started to 

write.  

   

      Firstly, he wrote a big “1” and he said “this 

number, ‘one’ is your character. It is the most 

important thing in your life.” He wrote a ‘zero’, right 

beside one.“This is your success. If you are a 

successful person, you aren’t 1, you are 10.” He 

added “0” again: “This is your experience. 

Experience increases personal level from 10 to 100.” 

He continued to add zeros again and again. He talked 

about love, ability, discipline etc. for each zero.  

  

     Suddenly he took a rubber and erased “the 1” 

and he said loudly: “Look! There are many zeros on 

the board. If you don’t have a character, all other 

abilities are nothing. They are only zero.” 
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Turkey has very beautiful and developed 

cities. Izmir is one of them. Izmir is 3rd biggest city 

in turkey. I lived in Izmir 4 years because my high 

school was in Izmir. Izmir’s famous things are 

Kumru, Boyoz, Karsıyaka, Watchtower and Cesme.  

 

1. Kumru is a kind of sandwich but it is a different 

sandwich. It is very delicious.  

2. Boyoz is a pastry with meat.  When      I was in 

high school, my friends and         I went to eat it, but 

if you want to eat the best boyoz, you must go to 

Konak. Konak is the center of Izmir.  

3. Karsiyaka is district of Izmir. Karsiyaka is the best 

place in Izmir, but Karsiyaka’s people don’t accept it 

as a district of Izmir. Also Izmir’s number plate is 35 

but Karsiyaka’s people say ’Our number plate is 

35.5’.They is spoiled.  

4. The Watchtower is the symbol of Izmir. If you see 

the watchtower on the postcard you will think this is 

Izmir.  

5. Cesme is the shore district of Izmir.       I don’t like 

Cesme because the sea is very wavy in Cesme, but 

natural life is good there. If you want to go to 

holiday, Cesme is the best place for holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Giresun city is a very nice city in the north of 

Turkey. It is next to the Black Sea. Giresun’s 

population is almost 10,0000. Giresun’s people are 

very friendly and good, but they are angry and very 

fast. I think, it is usually rainy, so the people are 

unhappy. There are a lot of mountains behind the 

Giresun city center. City center is not flat, so we 

can’t drive and walk very easily. All mountains have 

forests. City center is between the sea and forests, 

and it has very nice colors; green and blue. I like 

these colors. Giresun’s people like to it fish. They 

like to go fishing very much, so a lot of people’s job 

is fishing. Especially they love anchovy. They use it 

in all meals, and they use it for sweets sometimes.       

I like fried anchovy, it is very delicious. Giresun has 

a lot of hazelnut trees. Hazelnut gardens are like 

forest. Hazelnut trees like rain, and they grow in 

humid places. Hazelnuts are very delicious.  

 

       I stayed in Giresun for two years.        I love 

it, because it is very nice, safe and peaceful city. I 

have very nice friends and students in Giresun. It is a 

special city for me.  
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Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. Its 

neighbors are India and Myanmar. Bangladesh is a 

very crowded country. This 

affects the daily life. Therefore, 

there is much noise on the streets. 

This noise wakes you up. You can 

hear horn noises everywhere, 

because driver says that I am on 

the road. You wake up horn 

noises after you always have 

breakfast. Some days you must 

stay at home, some days go to 

work or outside. If you go out 

outside, you 

see a lot of 

greens cities 

and fields, 

because the climate is tropical. 

You can see a lot of small lakes. 

You can use riksha from a place 

to another place. Riksha is a 

very cheap taxi; it is a three 

wheel bicycle. You can use 

SNG transfer to go to a place. 

SNG is a three wheel motor 

bicycle. There are a lot of 

rikshas and SNG in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh is comfortable for 

foreigners, because everything is 

cheap according to Europe, US, 

and Turkey. There are very comfortable apartments 

for them, because they have money according to 

local people. Bangladesh is good country. 

 

 

 

One day a child studies the lesson, the 

subject of the lesson is “at, in, on”. The child studies 

very hard. He spends a lot of time (2-3 days). Then 

he sleeps very late. He dreams at night. In his dream, 

“at, in, on” fight each other. “At” and “on” fight each 

other. Then “in” says “Ha ha ha you fight each other. 

I will go to before the words. After fighting “At, On” 

die. “In” says Ha ha ha I won, I won. You lost. I will 

go and people will add me before the words.”  

Then a hotel, a page, a nose, a door, a table, a 

bottle come to the war area. Then they say “We are 

very bad and worried. You mustn’t be happy because 

you aren’t enough for us. We must use “at, in on”. 

Hotel says “I need ‘at’ because when people come to 

me, they use ‘at’ or when people eat food in me they 

say ‘We eat dinner at the hotel.’ Then page speaks. It 

says “I need ‘on’ because people use ‘on’ when they 

write on me. They say ‘I write on a page’. Then nose 

comes too. It cries then it says “I want ‘on’. If people 

use ‘in’, they don’t like me. You think please! If 

people say ‘There is a dirty mark in your nose.’ They 

don’t like me.  

Then the child wakes up and he wants be 

happy but hotel, page, nose and other words need to 

“at, in, on”. So he doesn’t feel happy. Then he likes 

“at, in, on”.  
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      I went to Barla two years ago. Barla is a 

small town in Isparta. There is very beautiful town. 

Barla is a moral town because The Big Islam 

Scholar’s Bediuzzaman Said Nursi lived in Barla.  

 

      I visited Said Nursi’s home and his friend’s 

graves. I was very sad. I prayed for all of them. Barla 

is a very peaceful place. Everywhere is green and 

awesome; especially Paradise Garden and Pine 

Mountain.           

 

      Barla is next to Egirdir Lake. The weather is 

very fresh and roomy. Every year a lot of people visit 

Barla because Barla gives a peaceful and good 

feeling to everyone. I visited Barla twice in my 

university life. I wish to visit Barla again. I hope I 

will visit Barla. Finally I bought a lot of souvenirs in 

Barla. I bought rose cologne and a rose that has a 

smell prayer rug. Rose is a very famous flower in 

Isparta. I advice to visit Barla to everyone and I hope 

you will visit there one day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sometimes I think, the world is a very big 

place. Everybody can live in the world. Not just 

humans, animals, plants and everything can live, but 

I don’t understand humans. They quarrel with each 

other all the time. The world has wars every time. 

Why don’t wars finish? Why do people die? Why are 

children orphans? Why do people hate other people? 

When I think of this, I am very sad, because they 

may be happy together.  

      

I want a world; very nice, very peaceful and 

very safe. I want to stop wars and stop people killing 

people. Some wars are continuing now. Some people 

left their countries because of wars. They went to 

strange countries. They abandoned their city, street, 

school and family. They didn’t want to leave their 

countries, but if they didn’t leave their countries, they 

might have died.  

      

They are living in other countries now. They 

don’t have a house, hot meal, new clothes and school. 

Especially children need to be taken care of and 

loved. They live in tents. The season is autumn now, 

but the season is going to be winter twenty days later. 

It is very cold and rainy, and tents are not safe, hot 

and dry.  

      

I think, why did all this happen? I think why 

some people are wild like animals?I don’t understand 

these people. I hope it gets better one day.  
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He was Mawlana Jalaladdin Rumi also 

known as Mawlana Jalaladdin Balkhi, and in the 

English speaking words called simply Rumi. He was 

born in 30 September 1207. In 13th century he was 

born native Persian speaking parents he acts for the 

Sunni.  
 

      Rumi is importance is considered to 

transcend nation and ethic borders.  
      

He was a poet, he had many books such as 

Mathnawy and Soon. His poems have been widely 

translated in to many of the word languages. 

      

I want to give you one example of his poems 
 

I died as a mineral and became a plant. 

I died as plant and rose to animal. 

I died as animal and I was man. 
 

     Say all in Persian even if Arabic is letter. 

Love will find its way through all languages on its 

own.  

 
 

Ali ibn Abi Talip (r.a.), he was the cousin 

and the son in-law of Muhammad (pbuh). He was a 

wonderful president, caliph. He was a faithful 

commander and he was a teacher like Muhammad 

(s.a.v.) also he was a mathematician…  

 

      One Jewish man visited Ali and he wanted to 

ask something. He said “I’ll ask a difficult question. 

Are you a genius? We’ll see…” Ali said: “Ok. If I 

answer quickly, will you be a Muslim?” and the 

Jewish agreed with Ali. He asked: “ Which number is 

divided by 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 and 10  without 

fraction?” Ali answered quickly: ’Multiply the 

number of days in a year’ by ‘the number of days in a 

week’ so 360x7=2520. (That time, everybody 

believed that a year approximately equal 360 days, 

because of Islamic calendar.)  

     

 One day, 3 people ate 8 pieces of bread. 

First people put 3 and second one put 5. Third one 

didn’t put anything. They ate together and the third 

one gave 8 dinars for the bread. Second one took 5 

dinars and gave 3 dinars to a friend. First man didn’t 

agree with others and he went to Ali’s tent.  

     

 He told everything and he said: “My share 

should be bigger than 3 dinars. Ali said: “No, your 

share is less than 3. Your friend gave you extra 

money. You should agree on 3 dinars.” He said: “No, 

I can’t.” Ali explained very clearly: “Every piece of 

bread has 3 shares. Total share is 24 so everybody ate 

8 shares. You have 3 piece of bread and your share is 

3x3=9. You ate 8 shares and finally you have 1 share. 

Your friend, 3x5=15 and 15-8=7, he has 7 shares so 

you must take 1 dinar and your friend 7 dinars.  

         .                 . 
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17 Camels:  
 

      Three people come to him and said “There 

are 17 camels that must be divided among us. We 

must divide like this: Half of them for one of us, third 

of them for one and ninth of them for the last one. 

How can we divide live camels? “Ali said “Firstly 

I’m adding one camel, my own camel and now you 

have 18 camels. 18/2=9, 9 for first one. 18/3=6, 6 for 

second one and 18/9= 2, 2 for the last one. 

9+6+2=17, 18-17=1, I’m taking back my own camel.  

 

      He was really a genius man therefore 

Muhammad (pbuh) expressed this situation in his 

hadith:  

 

“I’m the city of knowledge and Ali its gate. 

Whoever wants to enter the city, 

must enter the gate.” 

 

 

 
 

      The term “physics” originates from Latin 

“physical” and later Greek “phusiko” Which means 

natural things. Physics, according to Aristotle, is the 

study of nature’s phenomena. Aristotle believed that 

studying mechanics is the basis of studying physics, 

but he excluded any role of mathematics. Galileo, 

however, didn’t agree with this, but has participated 

later, by using mathematics, in the evolution of the 

basis of mechanics. He published his first study on 

mechanics in 1632.  

 

      Archimedes was a Greek mathematician who 

was born in Syracuse, a city on the island of Sicily. 

According to legend, the king of Syracuse suspected 

that a certain golden crown was not pure gold. While 

bathing, Archimedes figured out how to test the 

crown’s authenticity when he discovered the 

buoyancy principle. He is reported to have then 

exclaimed, “Eureka” meaning “I’ve found it!”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Football is a popular game in the world.  

      

It is played by foot; a goalkeeper can play 

with his or her hand. Each team has eleven players 

and about ten backup players. Two or three players 

are goalkeepers. There are eighteen players on the 

football field. Seven players are backup players. 

While the match continues, these players get in the 

match. Match has two parts and one part lasts 45 

minutes.  

      

I forgot the referee. Referees check players, 

time, and fans. Referees apply football rules in the 

match.  There are a lot of rules for football, some 

rules are foul, and out, in, free shot, hand ball, and 

etc. a lot of people watch the match on T.V or in the 

stadium. It is fun and I like to play or to watch it, 

because there is attraction, race, and fun. 
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Do the languages we speak shape the way we 

think? Do they merely express thoughts, or do the 

structures in languages (without our knowledge or 

consent) shape the very thoughts we wish to express? 

Do speakers of different languages end up attending 

to, understanding, and remembering their experiences 

differently simply because they speak different 

languages? 

These questions touch on all the major 

controversies in the study of mind, with important 

implications for politics, law and religion. Yet very 

little empirical work had been done on these 

questions until recently. The idea that language might 

shape thought was for a long time considered 

untestable at best and more often simply crazy and 

wrong. Now, a flurry of new cognitive science 

research is showing that in fact, language does 

profoundly influence how we see the world.   

In the past decade, cognitive scientists have 

begun to measure not just how people talk, but also 

how they think, asking whether our understanding of 

even such fundamental domains of experience as 

space, time and causality could be constructed by 

language. For example, in Pormpuraaw, a remote 

Aboriginal community in Australia, the indigenous 

languages don't use terms like "left" and "right." 

Instead, everything is talked about in terms of 

absolute cardinal directions (north, south, east, west), 

which means you say things like, "There's an ant on 

your southwest leg." To say hello in Pormpuraaw, 

one asks, "Where are you going?” and an appropriate 

response might be, "A long way to the south-

southwest. How about you?" If you don't know 

which way is which, you literally can't get past hello. 

For another example, English likes to 

describe events in terms of agents doing things. 

English speakers tend to say things like "John broke 

the vase" even for accidents. Speakers of Spanish or 

Japanese would be more likely to say, "The vase 

broke itself." Such differences between languages 

have profound consequences for how their speakers 

understand events, construct notions of causality and 

agency, what they remember as eyewitnesses and 

how much they blame and punish others. Languages, 

of course, are human creations, tools we invent and 

hone to suit our needs. Simply showing that speakers 

of different languages think differently doesn't tell us 

whether it's language that shapes thought or the other 

way around. To demonstrate the causal role of 

language, what's needed are studies that directly 

manipulate language and look for effects in 

cognition. 

In a study, English speakers watched the 

video of Janet Jackson's infamous "wardrobe 

malfunction" (a wonderful non agentive coinage 

introduced into the English language by Justin 

Timberlake), accompanied by one of two written 

reports. The reports were identical except in the last 

sentence where one used the agentive phrase "ripped 

the costume" while the other, said, "the costume 

ripped." Even though everyone watched the same 

video and witnessed the ripping with their own eyes, 

language mattered. Not only did people who read, 

"ripped the costume" blame Justin Timberlake more, 

they also levied a whopping 53% more in fines. 

Beyond space, time and causality, patterns in 

language have been shown to shape many other 

domains of thought. Russian speakers, who make an 

extra distinction between light and dark blues in their 

language, are better able to visually discriminate 

shades of blue. The Piraha, a tribe in the Amazon in 

Brazil, whose language eschews number words in 

favor of terms like few and many, are not able to 

keep track of exact quantities. And Shakespeare, it 

turns out, was wrong about roses: Roses by many 

other names (as told to blindfolded subjects) do not 

smell as sweet. 
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One of the key advances in recent years has 

been the demonstration of precisely this causal link. 

It turns out that if you change how people talk, that 

changes how they think. If people learn another 

language, they inadvertently also learn a new way of 

looking at the world. When bilingual people switch 

from one language to another, they start thinking 

differently, too. And if you take away people's ability 

to use language in what should be a simple 

nonlinguistic task, their performance can change 

dramatically, sometimes making them look no 

smarter than rats or infants. 

 

All these shows us that the languages we 

speak not only reflect or express our thoughts, but 

also shape the very thoughts we wish to express. The 

structures that exist in our languages profoundly 

shape how we construct reality, and help make us as 

smart and sophisticated as we are. Language acts like 

a polarizing lens on a camera in filtering reality--we 

see the real world only in the categories of our 

language. Language is more than just a means of 

communication. It influences our culture and even 

our thought processes. Language shapes us in ways 

that sometimes we can't even realize. The differences 

in language are very important. Speaking different 

languages really let's you see this. 

 

 

 

 

 
C Kramsch - 1998 - books.google.com 
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