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12
Make a difference
Words and phrases

Lead in

12.01 petition /p@"tISn/ (n)
list of people’s signatures attached 
to a document that asks sb in 
authority to do or change sth 
◆ I signed a petition today to save 
our local hospital from closing 
� petition (against) (v)

12.02 protest march 
/"pr@Utest %mA:Í/ (n)
organised walk through an area 
by people who want to change 
sth ◆ There was a protest march 
through the centre of London on 
Saturday against the government’s 
decision to increase taxes. � protest 
(against) (v), protester (n)

12.03 press /pres/ (n unc)
newspapers ◆ It was reported in 
the press that Stuart MacDonald 
has resigned from the football club.

12.04 publicity stunt 
/pVb"lIs@ti %stVnt/ (n)
unusual action to gain attention for 
a particular cause or to advertise 
sth ◆ Protestors threw purple 
powder over the Prime Minister as 
a publicity stunt. � publicise (v)

12.05 chain /ÍeIn/ (v)
attach sth/sb to sth so that 
they cannot be separated ◆ In 
the early 1900s women chained 
themselves to fences to persuade 
the government to let them vote. 
� chain (n)

12.06 slogan /"sl@Ug@n/ (n)
short phrase that is easy to 
remember to remind people about 
a product or an idea ◆ The crowd 
started shouting anti war slogans.

Reading

12.07 scandal /"sk&ndl/ (n)
shocking event that people think 
is wrong ◆ The prince caused a 
scandal by running away and 
marrying an unknown student. 
� scandalise (v), scandalous (adj)

12.08 nickname /"nIkneIm/ (n)
familiar name your friends call 
you ◆ My nickname at school was 
‘Carrots’ because I had red hair.

12.09 demanding 
  /dI"mA:ndIN/ (adj)
needing a lot of skill, patience, 
effort, etc. ◆ The work is really 
demanding at the moment and I 
haven’t had a day off for weeks. 
� demand (n, v)

12.10 pie /paI/ (n)
sweet or savoury dish made 
with fruit or meat inside a pastry 
covering ◆ My favourite dessert is 
apple pie and cream.

12.11 single out /%sINgl "aUt/ (phr v)
choose one for attention from a 
number or group ◆ The programme 
singled out Lewis Hamilton as the 
most successful sportsman of the 
year.

12.12 victim /"vIktIm/ (n)
person who has been attacked 
◆ The victim of the robbery was hit 
on the head and had to spend a 
week in hospital. � victimise (v)

12.13 high-profile 
/%haI "pr@UfaIl/ (adj)
famous, often seen by the public 
◆ High-profile athletes are put 
under a lot of pressure to perform.

12.14 ongoing /%Qn"g@UIN/ (adj)
not finished, still continuing ◆ The 
investigation into the shooting is 
ongoing. They won’t stop until they 
find the killer.

12.15 wheelchair /"wi:lÍe@(r)/ (n)
means of transport for people who 
can’t walk ◆ My grandad has had 
an electric wheelchair since he 
suffered a stroke.

12.16 dissuade (from) 
/dI"sweId (fr@m)/ (v)
persuade sb not to do sth ◆ My 
parents dissuaded me from buying 
a new car because it would be far 
too expensive.

12.17 peanut /"pi:nVt/ (n)
small nut that grows underground, 
often eaten with salt

12.18 tap /t&p/ (n)
device for controlling the flow of 
liquid from a pipe ◆ Greg left a tap 
on in his room and the water went 
all over the floor.
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12.36 inhabitant /In"h&bIt@nt/ (n)
person who lives in an area or 
place ◆ The inhabitants of a small 
island in Scotland have just been 
connected to the mains electricity 
supply for the first time. � inhabit 
(v)

12.37 boo /bu:/ (v)
make a noise to show that you 
don’t like a performance ◆ In the 
theatre the children all booed the 
bad uncle in the play very loudly! 
� boo (n)

12.38 promote /pr@"m@Ut/ (v)
advertise sth ◆ The company is 
promoting its new chocolate bar 
with a big advertising campaign. 
� promotion (n)

12.39 assess /@"ses/ (v)
decide how good or bad sth is 
◆ For the exam our work is 
assessed by an examiner from 
another college. � assessment (n), 
assessor (n)

12.40 do-gooding 
/"du: %gUdIN/ (adj)
wanting to do good not necessarily 
for other people’s benefit ◆ There are 
a lot of do-gooding leaders who are 
more interested in how they appear to 
people than the good they are doing.

Speaking

12.41 enclosure /In"kl@UZ@(r)/ (n)
area of land surrounded by a fence 
or wall ◆ The animals were kept in 
an enclosure throughout the winter 
months. � enclose (v)

12.42 natural habitat 
/%n&Ír@l "h&bIt&t/ (n)
place where wild animals and 
birds live ◆ It’s always better to see 
animals in their natural habitat 
than in cages or zoos.

12.43 extinction /Ik"stINkSn/ (n)
death, disappearance of a species 
of animal ◆ Many people think 
climate change will cause the 
extinction of many species. � 
extinct (adj)

12.28 tomb /tu:m/ (n)
place where sb is buried, usually 
in a large grave ◆ I visited 
Shakespeare’s tomb when I was in 
Stratford. It’s in a small church.

Grammar

12.29 stage a protest 
/%steIÙ @ "pr@Utest/ (phr)
make a public expression of strong 
disagreement to sth ◆ Our class 
staged a protest when they changed 
our exam dates. We refused to go to 
school on that day!

12.30 dye /daI/ (v)
change colour of sth ◆ Has Fiona 
dyed her hair? It looks much 
blonder than it did before. 
� dye (n)

12.31 violin /%vaI@"lIn/ (n)
musical instrument with strings 
that you hold under the chin

Listening

12.32 fair trade /%fe@ "treId/ (n)
system which involves companies 
in rich countries giving a fair 
amount of money to people who 
provide goods from poor countries

12.33 fur /f3:(r)/ (n)
animal skin with hair, sometimes 
made into coats ◆ Jackie bought a 
new coat with a leopard print, but 
it’s not real fur. � furry (adj)

12.34 native people 
/"neItIv %pi:pl/ (n)
people who have always lived in a 
certain area

12.35 foundation /faUn"deISn/ (n)
organisation formed to help people 
and usually given money by a 
charity

12.19 swan /swQn/ (n)
large white waterbird with a long 
neck

12.20 monarchy /"mQn@ki/ (n unc)
system of having a royal family 
as the head of a country ◆ The 
monarchy is still very popular in 
our country, especially amongst the 
older people. � monarch (n)

12.21 long-standing 
/%lQN "st&ndIN/ (adj)
having existed for a long time 
◆ Don and I have a long-standing 
agreement to help each other with 
our homework.

12.22 with your bare hands 
/%wID jO: %be@ "h&ndz/ (phr)
without tools or weapons ◆ There 
are people in Australia who wrestle 
crocodiles with their bare hands.

12.23 onlooker /"QnlUk@(r)/ (n)
person who watches sth that is 
happening but is not involved in it 
◆ The police told all the onlookers 
at the scene of the accident to go 
home.

12.24 ascent /@"sent/ (n)
climb to the top of sth ◆ Sherpas 
usually help people attempting an 
ascent of Mount Everest. 
� ascend (v)

12.25 tower block /"taU@ %blQk/ (n)
very tall block of flats or offices

Vocabulary

12.26 realise an ambition 
/%ri:@laIz @n &m"bISn/ (phr)
achieve sth that you want to do 
very much ◆ I don’t think Maria 
will ever realise her ambition of 
being a pop star.

12.27 lifelong /"laIflQN/ (adj)
continuing for the whole of your 
life ◆ I’ve had a lifelong fear of 
heights and I don’t think I shall 
ever get over it.
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Use of English

12.44 committed (to) 
/k@"mItId (%tu:, t@)/ (adj)
having made a decision to 
definitely do sth ◆ The government 
is committed to improving life for 
poorer people in our society. 
� commitment (n), commit (to) 
(v), committed (adj)

12.45 personable /"p3:s@n@bl/ (adj)
pleasant, likeable ◆ Linda’s 
boyfriend is very personable and 
her parents like him a lot.

12.46 filling station 
/"fIlIN %steISn/ (n)
place where you can buy petrol for 
your car

12.47 pump /pVmp/ (n)
machine that you get petrol from

12.48 segment /"segm@nt/ (n)
piece, section of sth ◆ I prefer the 
segment of the programme where 
they give the viewers’ opinions.

12.49 vegan /"vi:g@n/ (n)
person who eats a diet with no 
animal products like meat or dairy

12.50 gorilla /g@"rIl@/ (n)
very large member of the monkey 
family

12.51 biodiesel /"baI@U%di:zl/ (n)
fuel made from vegetable oil or 
animal fat ◆ Biodiesel has been 
promoted as an alternative to petrol 
in cars.

12.52 applicable /@"plIk@bl/ (adj)
affecting or connected with a 
particular person or group ◆ This 
tax is only applicable for people 
who earn over fifty thousand 
pounds. � apply (to), 
application (n)

Vocabulary

12.53 eye-catching 
/"aI %k&ÍIN/ (adj)
so bright or attractive that it makes 
people notice ◆ Kylie Minogue wore 
an eye-catching outfit on TV last 
night.

12.54 labour-saving 
/"leIb@2 %seIvIN/ (adj)
saving time and energy ◆ We have 
a lot of labour-saving machines in 
our homes these days.

12.55 thirst-quenching 
/"T3:st %kwenÍIN/ (adj)
stopping you being thirsty 
◆ Oranges are very thirst-quenching 
as well as being full of vitamin C.

12.56 heart-warming 
/"hA:t %wO:mIN/ (adj)
making you feel good ◆ The film is 
a heart-warming story of a young 
boy who finds his family after 
searching for years and years.

12.57 mouth-watering 
/"maUT %wO:t@rIN/ (adj)
making you want to eat it ◆ The 
picture of the meal was so mouth-
watering that he suddenly became 
hungry.

12.58 fizzy /"fIzi/ (adj)
liquid with gas in it ◆ The 
champagne was very fizzy and 
made me sneeze! � fizz (n, v)

12.59 lap /l&p/ (n)
one journey from beginning to end 
of a track ◆ After four laps Helen 
was too tired to continue the race 
and dropped out. � lap (v)

12.60 vineyard /"vInjA:d/ (n)
place where grapes are grown to 
make wine

Writing

12.61 demolish /dI"mQlIS/ (v)
pull down, destroy ◆ Our first 
house was demolished ten years 
ago. � demolition (n)

12.62 bank /b&Nk/ (n)
sides of a river or lake ◆ The river 
banks are covered with blue flowers 
at this time of the year.

12.63 litter /"lIt@(r)/ (n unc)
rubbish left lying in a public place 
◆ There’s always a lot of litter in 
the city centre after a Saturday 
night. � litter (v), littered (adj)

12.64 install /In"stO:l/ (v)
fix furniture or equipment so that 
it can be used ◆ The shop is going 
to install our new dishwasher on 
Friday.

12.65 resurface /%ri:"s3:fIs/ (v)
put a new surface on ◆ The road 
needs to be resurfaced because 
there are a lot of holes in it.

Review

12.66 emission /I"mISn/ (n)
the production of or sending out 
of light, heat, gas, etc. ◆ Carbon 
emissions from cars make pollution 
worse. � emit (v)

12.67 cooperation 
/k@U%Qp@"reISn/ (n unc)
when people or groups work 
together ◆ With your cooperation 
we can find the best solution 
for everyone. � cooperate (v), 
cooperative (adj), uncooperative 
(adj)

12.68 tactic /"t&ktIk/ (n)
the particular method you use to 
achieve sth, e.g. win a game 
◆ When I play tennis I don’t think 
about tactics, I just go out and hit 
the ball! � tactical (adj), tactician 
(n)
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12.69 hippy /"hIpi/ (n)
person who believes in peace 
and love and rejects conventional 
social rules ◆ My aunt was a hippy 
in the 1960s! I can’t imagine her 
dressed in long skirts with flowers 
in her hair!

12.70 ecologically 
/%i:k@"lQÙIkli/ (adv)
relating to plants, living creatures 
and their connection to the 
environment ◆ Paper bags are 
much more ecologically friendly 
than plastic ones. � ecology (n), 
ecologist (n)

12.71 loudspeaker 
/%laUd"spi:k@(r)/ (n)
piece of equipment used to make 
the sound from an instrument or 
machine louder

12.72 generator /"Ùen@reIt@(r)/ (n)
machine used to produce 
electricity � generate (v)

12.73 laundrette /lO:n"dret/ (n)
place where you can wash and dry 
clothes in coin-operated machines 
◆ When I lived away from home 
I had to use the laundrette in the 
town to do my washing. � laundry 
(n unc)

12.74 pedal-powered 
/"pedl %paU@d/ (adj)
energy being produced by cycling 
◆ Pedal-powered machines can save 
a lot of money on electricity.

Workbook
Reading

12.75 philanthropist 
/fI"l&nTr@pIst/ (n)
person who spends money helping 
others ◆

12.76 in its infancy 
/%In Its "Inf@nsi/ (phr)
only just beginning ◆ My uncle 
made a fortune by investing in the 
Internet in the 1980s when it was 
in its infancy. � infant (n)

12.77 drag away /%dr&g @"weI/ 
(phr v)
pull away from sb or sth ◆ I have 
to drag my little sister away from 
the TV sometimes.

12.78 nanny /"n&ni/ (n)
person who looks after children in 
their home while the parents are 
working ◆ My parents employed a 
nanny when my mum went back 
to work.

12.79 strike sb (as) 
/straIk ... (@z)/ (v)
give sb a particular impression 
◆ It strikes me as strange that 
Harry should leave without telling 
us where he was going.

12.80 grief-stricken 
/"gri:f %strIk@n/ (adj)
feeling extremely sad because of 
sth that has happened, e.g. a death 
◆ The story is about a grief-stricken 
woman whose husband and 
brothers were killed in the war.

12.81 fund /fVnd/ (v)
give money to support ◆ The 
charity funds overseas visits for 
sick children. � fund (n)

12.82 dispense /dI"spens/ (v)
provide medicines ◆ The chemist 
in our town has been dispensing 
medicines since before I was born.

12.83 epidemic /%epI"demIk/ (n)
very large number of people 
becoming ill from the same 
disease ◆ There was an epidemic 
of the disease in England in the 
nineteenth century.

12.84 deed /di:d/ (n)
action ◆ Robin Hood is an English 
hero who was well known for his 
good deeds.

12.85 selfless /"selfl@s/ (adj)
not caring about yourself 
◆ Because of the captain’s selfless 
actions all the passengers were 
saved. � self (n), selfish (adj)

12.86 strict /strIkt/ (adj)
demanding that rules should be 
obeyed ◆ Our last teacher was very 
strict and didn’t allow anyone to 
talk in class.

12.87 talk show /"tO:k %S@U/ (n)
TV show where a presenter talks 
to famous people

12.88 no mean achievement 
/%n@U %mi:n @"Íi:vm@nt/ (phr)
a difficult thing to have done 
◆ I persuaded Ben to lend me ten 
pounds – and that was no mean 
achievement!

12.89 personally 
/"p3:s@n@li/ (adv)
yourself ◆ The head teacher 
personally checked each exam 
paper. � personal (adj), person (n)

Vocabulary

12.90 stick (to) 
/"stIk (%tu:, t@)/ (v)
stay with a decision ◆ I’m going 
to stick to my original idea of 
painting my room blue and yellow.

Grammar

12.91 evidence /"evId@ns/ (n)
sth that gives factual information 
about a crime or a theory ◆ The 
evidence shows that someone 
entered the house through an 
upstairs window. � evident (adj)

12.92 wallpaper 
/"wO:lpeIp@(r)/ (n)
paper used to decorate and cover 
walls

12.93 state /steIt/ (n)
condition ◆ My car’s in a terrible 
state after driving through all that 
mud!
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Use of English

12.103 pour /pO:(r)/ (v)
Here: flow in a continuous stream 
◆ The fire was very bad. Smoke 
was pouring out of an upstairs 
window. Usually: transfer of a 
liquid from one container into 
another.

12.104 flow /fl@U/ (v)
move continuously in one direction 
◆ When the town flooded water 
flowed through the streets and into 
many of the houses and shops. 
 � flow (n)

12.105 trickle /"trIkl/ (v)
small amount of liquid moving 
slowly ◆ There had been no rain 
for months and the stream trickled 
over the stones. � trickle (n)

12.106 spy /spaI/ (v)
suddenly see or notice sth ◆ As I 
turned I spied a hawk swooping to 
the ground. � spy (n)

12.107 peer /pI@(r)/ (v)
look carefully at sth ◆ I peered at 
the car engine but I couldn’t see 
anything wrong.

Listening

12.94 halt /hO:lt, hQlt/ (v)
stop ◆ The chemistry teacher halted 
the experiment because black 
smoke started to come out of the 
bottle! � halt (n)

12.95 property /"prQp@ti/ (n)
sth that belongs to a person, often 
buildings ◆ My brother makes 
money by buying and selling 
property.

12.96 laboratory /l@"bQr@tri/ (n)
place where scientific experiments 
are done ◆ They’re testing the 
blood in the laboratory and they’ll 
send us the results soon.

12.97 in the pursuit of 
/%In D@ p@"sju:t @v/ (phr)
trying to find out more about sth 
◆ Many explorers died in the 
pursuit of knowledge in the 18th 
century.

12.98 drive /draIv/ (v)
Here: make people want to do sth 
very much ◆ Money drives most 
people to work hard. � drive (n)

12.99 justify /"ÙVstIfaI/ (v)
give good reasons for doing sth 
◆ No one can justify clsoing down 
the college. It’s ridiculous! 
� justification (n), justifiable (adj)

12.100 sabotage /"s&b@tA:Z/ (v)
do sth that will prevent sth from 
being successful ◆ Enemy soldiers 
sabotaged the aeroplane by making 
a hole in the fuel pipe. � sabotage 
(n), saboteur (n)

12.101 highlight /"haIlaIt/ (v)
emphasise sth so that people 
give it more attention ◆ The film 
highlighted the situation of poor 
people in the cities. � highlight (n)

12.102 cause /kO:z/ (n)
an organisation or idea that people 
support or fight for ◆ Many people 
help the cause of endangered 
animals and donate a lot of money.


