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5
Real or fake?
Words and phrases

Reading

5.01 fake /feIk/ (adj)
not the real thing but made to look 
like it ◆ Katy’s designer handbag is 
fake – it was too cheap to be real! 
� fake (n, v)

5.02 forgery /"fO:Ù@ri/ (n)
sth written that is not real but 
made to look like it ◆ The letter 
wasn’t really written by John 
Lennon. It’s an obvious forgery. 
� forge (v), forger (n), forged (adj)

5.03 own up /%@Un "Vp/ (phr v)
admit you did sth, say it was you 
◆ Someone damaged the teacher’s 
car. No one owned up so we all 
had to stay after school.

5.04 crack /kr&k/ (v)
break sth so that there is a line in 
it ◆ I accidentally knocked over the 
cup and cracked it. � crack (n), 
cracked (adj)

5.05 ornament /"O:n@m@nt/ (n)
a small object used as a decoration 
� ornamental (adj)

5.06 con /kQn/ (n)
trick, act of cheating sb ◆ The 
telephone competition was a con 
but lots of people believed it. � con 
(v), conned (adj)

5.07 fraud /frO:d/ (n)
the crime of deceiving sb to get 
money illegally ◆ He went to prison 
for fraud after he was caught 
stealing money from the company. 
� defraud (v), fraudulent (adj)

5.08 impostor /Im"pQst@(r)/ (n)
sb who isn’t who he says he is 
◆ They thought Matthew was their 
cousin but he was an imposter.

5.09 pose as /"p@Uz @z/ (v)
pretend to be ◆ The man posed as 
a window cleaner and stole all her 
money. � poser (n), pose (n)

5.10 get on with /%get "Qn wID/ (phr v)
have a friendly relationship with 
◆ It’s difficult to get on with Ralph 
because he has such different 
interests to me.

5.11 environmentalist /
In%vaIr@n"ment@lIst/ (n)
person who is concerned about the 
environment � environment (n), 
environmental (adj)

5.12 surgeon /"s3:Ù@n/ (n)
doctor who does operations 
◆ Lenny’s uncle is a surgeon and 
does heart operations. � surgery (n)

5.13 serve (in) /"s3:v (In)/ (v)
have a job in the armed forces 
◆ My grandad served in the 
Falklands when he was younger.

5.14 troops /tru:ps/ (n pl)
armed forces ◆ The troops who 
were abroad for Christmas received 
special food parcels.

5.15 supply /s@"plaI/ (n)
amount of sth that is provided or 
available to use ◆ The supply of oil 
to the village was stopped during 
the war.� supply (v), supplier (n), 
supplies (n pl)

5.16 coma /"k2@Um@/ (n)
deep sleep after an illness or 
accident which is difficult to wake 
from ◆ Some people can be in a 
coma for years and still wake up 
eventually. � comatose (adj)

5.17 scar /skA:(r)/ (n)
mark on the skin after an injury 
has got better ◆ Do you know how 
Terry got that scar on his chin? 
� scar (v), scarred (adj)

5.18 conceal /k@n"si:l/ (v)
hide sth ◆ When he applied for the 
job he concealed his real age. 
� concealment (n)

5.19 re-emerge /%ri: I"m3:Ù/ (v)
come back into view ◆ The author 
hid from the press for five years but 
then re-emerged with a good new 
book earlier this year.

5.20 release /rI"li:s/ (v)
allow out of prison ◆ The murderer 
was released after only three years 
in prison. � release (n)

5.21 flock /flQk/ (v)
go or gather together in a large 
group ◆ People flocked to the shops 
when the sales began. � flock (n)
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Vocabulary

5.22 bellow /"bel@U/ (v)
shout in a loud voice ◆ The 
teacher bellowed at me to leave the 
classroom immediately! � bellow (n)

5.23 mumble /"mVmbl/ (v)
speak in a low voice, unclearly 
◆ He mumbled something about 
being late and left. � mumble (n)

5.24 murmur /"m3:m@(r)/ (v)
speak in a low voice ◆ I heard 
Beth murmur something to Helen 
in class but I don’t know what she 
actually said. � murmur (n)

5.25 confess /k@n"fes/ (v)
say you have done sth bad ◆ The 
criminal confessed to ten robberies. 
� confession (n)

5.26 object /@b"Ùekt/ (v)
not agree to sth ◆ The people in 
the area objected to the plans for 
a new motorway. � objection (n), 
objectionable (adj)

5.27 beg /beg/ (v)
ask for sth in an anxious way 
◆ Isabelle begged me to lend her 
my car for the evening because she 
needed to go to London. � beggar (n)

Grammar

5.28 kidnapper /"kIdn&p@(r)/ (n)
person who takes people illegally 
and makes others pay money to 
get them back. ◆ The kidnappers 
wanted a million pounds to give 
the baby back to its parents. 
� kidnap (v)

5.29 carpenter /"kA:pInt@(r)/ (n)
person who makes and repairs 
wooden objects ◆ We employed 
a carpenter to build us new doors 
and shelves. � carpentry (n unc)

Listening

5.30 choir /"kwaI@(r)/ (n)
group of people who sing together 
as in a church.

5.31 inevitable /In"evIt@bl/ (adj)
sth that will definitely happen, 
unavoidable ◆ It’s inevitable that 
one of their children will go to 
university – the parents are so 
clever. � inevitability (n)

5.32 contrast /"kQntrA:st/ (n)
difference that can be seen clearly 
when two or more things are 
compared ◆ There is a big contrast 
between life for rich and poor people. 
� contrast (v), contrasting (adj)

5.33 fool /fu:l/ (v)
succeed in persuading sb that sth 
is true when it isn’t ◆ Mick fooled 
me into believing that he was half 
Spanish! There’s no one Spanish in his 
family at all! � fool (n), foolish (adj)

5.34 classical /"kl&sIkl/ (adj)
traditional in style and often 
considered important ◆ I often listen 
to classical music when I’m travelling 
– Mozart or Bach usually. � classics 
(n pl), classic (n, adj)

5.35 individual /%IndI"vIÙu@l/ (n)
a person, considered separately 
rather than part of a group 
◆ Jack’s only a baby but he’s a real 
individual! He’s got his own little 
personality already. � individual 
(adj), individuality (n unc)

5.36 punk /pVNk/ (n)
person who follows a fashion 
popular in the 1970s with brightly 
coloured hair, metal chains and 
torn clothes

5.37 based (on) /"beIst (%Qn)/ (adj)
using certain information to create 
a story or form an opinion ◆ We 
must make a decision based on 
the interviews we had with the 
applicants. � base (v), basic (adj), 
basics (n pl)

5.38 respectable /rI"spekt@bl/ (adj)
thought of as correct, acceptable 
◆ Mr. Payne is a respectable old 
man, living with his wife and two 
children in a pretty house in town. 
No one could imagine that he used 
to be a rock singer! � respect (n, v), 
respectful (adj), respected (adj)

5.39 rock chick /"rQk %ÍIk/ (n)
young girl who sings rock music

Speaking

5.40 generalise /"Ùenr@laIz/ (v)
make a general statement about 
sth ◆ You can’t generalise about 
young people because of what you 
see on TV! � generalisation (n), 
general (adj)

5.41 on balance 
/%Qn "b&l@ns/ (phr)
generally, taking everything into 
consideration ◆ The business has 
had a few bad months but on 
balance I think we’ve done very 
well!

Use of English

5.42 sane /seIn/ (adj)
not mad ◆ The killer was quite 
sane when he murdered the 
woman. He’ll definitely go to 
prison. � sanity (n), insane (adj)
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5.43 sympathetically 
/%sImp@"TetIkli/ (adv)
with an understanding manner 
◆ My teacher listened 
sympathetically when I told her 
about my problems and gave me 
some good advice. � sympathetic 
(adj), sympathy (n), sympathise (v)

5.44 erupt /I"rVpt/ (v)
when a volcano starts to send hot 
liquid and ash into the air. 
◆ Hundreds of villagers had to 
leave their homes when the volcano 
erupted. � eruption (n)

5.45 distinguish /dI"stINgwIS/ (v)
tell the difference between two or 
more things or people ◆ It’s hard 
for anyone to distinguish between 
the twins. They look exactly the 
same!

5.46 aware /@"we@(r)/ (adj)
know or realise sth ◆ I’m quite 
aware of that thank you. You don’t 
need to tell me again. � awareness 
(n), unaware (adj)

5.47 computer-generated 
/k@m%pju:t@ "Ùen@reItId/ (adj)
not real, made by a computer ◆ In 
The Lord of the Rings they used 
thousands of computer-generated 
characters in the fights.

5.48 sink /sINk/ (v)
go down under the water ◆ I made 
a model boat but when I put it in 
the water it sank immediately! ! 
irregular: sank, sunk

5.49 close-up /"kl@Us %Vp/ (adj)
very short distance away from the 
subject of a film or photo ◆ He has 
a close-up photo of his dog by his 
computer.

Vocabulary

5.50 direct /d@"rekt, dI-, daI-/ (adj)
saying exactly what you think 
◆ Please be direct with me. I need 
to know your opinion of the work. 
� directness (n)

5.51 offend /@"fend/ (v)
make sb feel upset because what 
you say is rude ◆ I was really 
offended by Susie’s rude comments 
about my new dress. � offensive 
(adj), offence (n)

Writing

5.52 white lie /%waIt "laI/ (n)
a small lie, especially one told to 
avoid hurting sb ◆ My friend asked 
me if I liked her new haircut. I 
hated it so I had to tell a white lie.

5.53 policy /"pQl@si/ (n)
plan of action or way of behaving 
◆ The government has a new policy 
towards crime. They’re going to get 
much harder on criminals.

5.54 reassurance 
/%ri:@"SU@r@ns/ (n)
making sb feel happier about a 
situation, that things are better 
than they seem ◆ The teacher gave 
the student some reassurance that 
she wouldn’t inform her parents 
about her absences from school. 
� reassure (v), reassured (adj), 
reassuring (adj)

5.55 immoral /I"mQr@l/ (adj)
against an accepted way of acting 
or behaving ◆ Many people believe 
that it’s immoral for some people to 
be super rich while others are very 
poor. � immorality (n unc), moral 
(adj), morality (n unc)

5.56 consequence 
/"kQnsIkw@ns/ (n)
result of an action ◆ The student 
stole money from other students 
and as a consequence she had to 
leave the school. � consequently 
(adv), consequent (adj)

5.57 sum up /%sVm "Vp/ (v)
summarise ◆ The head teacher 
summed up by saying that he 
thought it had been an excellent 
year for the school.

Review

5.58 tolerant /"tQl@r@nt/ (adj)
accepting other people’s ideas 
or way of thinking ◆ My dad is 
very tolerant. He believes everyone 
has the right to have their own 
views even if he doesn’t agree with 
them. � tolerate (v), tolerance (n), 
intolerant (adj)

5.59 wipe /waIp/ (v)
clean by using a cloth

5.60 amateur /"&m@t@(r)/ (n)
person who is not trained or paid 
to do sth ◆ Lindy isn’t a real 
actress, she’s just an amateur. But 
she’s very good! � amateur (adj)

5.61 fossil /"fQsl/ (n)
remains of an animal or plant 
which have become hard and 
turned into rock ◆ The museum 
has a lot of fossils from the time of 
the dinosaurs. � fossilise (v)

5.62 represent /%reprI"zent/ (v)
be, show ◆ The statistics represented 
the progress the company had made 
in a year. � representation (n), 
representative (n, adj)

5.63 ancestor /"&nsest@(r)/ (n)
person who lived before us either 
in our family or in the history of 
man ◆ Our ancestors used to hunt 
animals in the forest to get food to 
live on. � ancestral (adj)

5.64 jigsaw /"ÙIgsO:/ (n)
puzzle, complicated problem 
◆ When detectives discovered the 
missing ring buried in the garden 
they knew they had found the final 
piece of the jigsaw.

5.65 substance /"sVbst@ns/ (n)
type of material, solid, liquid or 
gas ◆ The students were playing 
with a substance that left their 
fingers blue! � substantial (adj)
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Workbook
Reading

5.66 UFO /%ju: %ef "@U/ (n)
Unidentified Flying Object, strange 
object people claim to see in the 
sky and often believe to be a 
spaceship ◆ I thought I saw a UFO 
last summer but it was just an 
aeroplane.

5.67 sighting /"saItIN/ (n)
when sb sees sth, especially sth 
unusual ◆ There were two sightings of 
the big cat in the forest last Spring.

5.68 witness /"wItn@s/ (n)
person who sees sth happening 
◆ There was no witness to the 
crash so no one knows whose fault 
it was. � witness (v)

5.69 rational /"r&Sn@l/ (adj)
logical, having a good reason 
◆ I couldn’t find a rational 
explanation for what I saw. I’m 
sure it was a ghost. � irrational (adj), 
rationalise (v), rationally (adv)

5.70 on duty /%Qn "dju:ti/ (phr)
working at a particular time 
◆ The doctor was on duty for 48 
hours without a break.

5.71 shooting star 
/"Su:tIN %stA:(r)/ (n)
rock in space that travels very fast 
and burns with a bright light 
h see meteor

5.72 meteor /"mi:ti@(r)/ (n)
rock in space that travels very fast 
and burns with a bright light 
� meteoric (adj)

5.73 faint /feInt/ (adj)
not bright ◆ There’s a faint mark on 
my T shirt where I spilled the sauce 
but it’s not too bad. � faint (v)

5.74 unidentifiable 
/%VnaI"dentIfaI@bl/ (adj)
impossible to know who or what 
it is ◆ The marks in the earth are 
unidentifiable because of the heavy 
rain. � identifiable (adj), identify 
(v), identity (n)

5.75 wear on /%we@r "Qn/ (phr v)
to pass, especially in a way that 
seems slow ◆ As the day wore on 
Dave’s new shoes hurt more and 
more.

5.76 thick and fast 
/%TIk @n "fA:st/ (phr)
more and more often ◆ After 
the news programme, reports of 
sightings came thick and fast.

5.77 concentration 
/%kQns@n"treISn/ (n)
Here: a lot of things in one place 
◆ There has been a concentration 
of sightings in the north west. � 
concentrate (v) Usually: the ability 
to put all your attention on one 
thing

5.78 passage /"p&sIÙ/ (n)
movement from one place to 
another ◆ The passage of goods 
through the Panama Canal greatly 
increased the levels of international 
trade.

5.79 headquarters 
/%hed"kwO:t@z/ (n pl)
the main office of a company

5.80 hysteria /hI"stI@ri@/ (n)
when anger, fear or laughter 
becomes uncontrollable ◆ The TV 
programme showed the hysteria 
among the children after ghosts 
had been seen in the old school. 
� hysterical (adj)

5.81 strained /streInd/ (adj)
tense, under pressure ◆ The 
atmosphere in the room after Kathy 
accused Rita of stealing was very 
strained.

5.82 hang up /%h&N "Vp/ (phr v)
finish a phone call ◆ He wished me 
happy birthday and then hung up!

5.83 at a loss /%@t @ "lQs/ (phr)
not knowing what to do ◆ I was at 
a loss as to how to reassure Rose 
about the exam. She was so upset.

5.84 hover /"hQv@(r)/ (v)
stay in the air without moving 
◆ The helicopter hovered over the 
airfield for a minute before flying 
off.

5.85 solid /"sQlId/ (adj)
hard or firm, not liquid or gas 
◆ The ice was solid on the water 
and we couldn’t break it. � solid 
(n), solidify (v)

5.86 row /r@U/ (n)
line ◆ We put the seats in rows for 
the concert.

5.87 telepathic /%teli"p&TIk/ (adj)
able to communicate thoughts 
◆ My cat is telepathic. It always 
knows when I’m on my way home! 
� telepathy (n unc)

5.88 rook /rUk/ (n)
large black bird of the crow family

5.89 crow /kr@U/ (n)
large black bird with a harsh cry

5.90 allegedly /@"leÙIdli/ (adv)
it is thought that ◆ This is the man 
who allegedly stole ten million 
pounds from the airport. � allege 
(v), alleged (adj)

5.91 shield /Si:ld/ (v)
protect ◆ They shielded the young 
pop star from the reporters and 
wouldn’t allow anyone to talk to 
her. � shield (n), shielded (adj)

5.92 ridicule /"rIdIkju:l/ (n)
unkind comments that make fun of 
sb or make them look silly ◆ When 
I was at college my clothes were 
a subject of ridicule – I had such 
strange tastes in fashion then! 
� ridicule (v), ridiculous (adj)

5.93 rumbling /"rVmblIN/ (adj)
with a long deep sound or series of 
sounds like thunder � rumbling (n)

5.94 bat /b&t/ (n)
small mouse-like animal with big 
wings that flies at night

5.95 deck /dek/ (n)
part of boat you can walk on 
◆ The new cruise liner was 
enormous and had five decks.

5.96 make out 
/%meIk "aUt/ (phr v)
manage to see sth ◆ I could just 
make out a dark shape in the fog.
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5.97 helmet /"helmIt/ (n)
sth you wear on your head to 
protect you ◆ When I was young I 
hated wearing a cycling helmet but 
it’s dangerous not to.

5.98 singe /sInÙ/ (v)
burn sth slightly ◆ He put out the 
small fire in the kitchen but his 
hair was singed by the flames.

Vocabulary

5.99 take the blame for 
/%teIk D@ "bleIm f@/ (phr)
accept responsibility for, say it 
was your fault ◆ I always took the 
blame for whatever my baby sister 
did. I loved her so much!

5.100 coming /"kVmIN/ (adj)
next ◆ We’ll hear more about the 
accident in the coming days.

Listening

5.101 screenplay /"skri:npleI/ (n)
story in dialogue form for films 
and TV programmes

5.102 flee /fli:/ (v)
run away ◆ When the volcano 
erupted people fled to escape the 
danger h irregular: fled, fled

5.103 adaptation /%&d&p"teISn/ (n)
a film or play that has been 
changed from its original form, 
e.g. as a book ◆ I loved the book 
Atonement but I didn’t like the 
film adaptation at all. � adapt (v)

5.104 novel /"nQvl/ (adj)
unusual ◆ It’s a novel idea but I’m 
not sure it will work! � novelty (n)

5.105 evacuate /I"v&kjueIt/ (v)
move people from a place of 
danger to a safer place ◆ Last 
summer they had to evacuate a 
whole town because of terrible 
flooding. � evacuation (n), evacuee 
(n)

5.106 instant /"Inst@nt/ (adj)
immediate ◆ There was an instant 
respect between us from the 
day we first met. � instant (n), 
instantaneous (adj)

5.107 cause a stir 
/%kO:z @ "st3:(r)/ (phr)
make people react strongly ◆ The 
boss caused quite a stir when he 
said that all overtime next week 
was cancelled! People were really 
angry. � stir (v), stirring (adj)

5.108 brief /bri:f/ (adj)
short ◆ Dave wrote a brief article 
about the project for the college 
magazine. � brief (v), briefly (adv)

5.109 load /l@Ud/ (v)
put bullets in a gun ◆ Ronson 
loaded his gun when he heard the 
people trying to get into the flat. 
� load (n), loaded (adj)

5.110 cellar /"sel@(r)/ (n)
room under the ground floor, often 
used for keeping wine

5.111 potent /"p@Ut@nt/ (adj)
strong, powerful ◆ Whiskey can be 
a very potent drink if you are not 
used to drinking it.

5.112 take it for granted /%teIk It 
f@ "grA:ntId/ (phr)
accept sth automatically without 
thinking about it ◆ Betty took it 
for granted that she would get 
high marks in the exams – but she 
didn’t!

5.113 outcry /"aUtkraI/ (n)
reaction of anger or strong protest 
shown by people in public ◆ 
There was a huge outcry when 
the government tried to increase 
taxation by 5%.

5.114 irresponsible 
/%IrI"spQns@bl/ (adj)
not thinking enough about the 
effects of what you do ◆ It’s 
irresponsible of TV channels to 
show violent films at a time when 
children are watching. 
� irresponsibly (adv), responsible 
(adj), responsibility (n)

5.115 undertake /%Vnd@"teIk/ (v)
promise, assure ◆ The politician 
undertook never to lie about his 
finances again. � undertaking (n)

5.116 device /dI"vaIs/ (n)
Here: method of doing sth that 
produces a particular result ◆ The 
use of a narrator in the theatre 
is a device familiar from Greek 
tragedies. Usually: object or 
piece of equipment that has been 
designed to do a particular job

Use of English

5.117 misunderstand 
/%mIsVnd@"st&nd/ (v)
understand incorrectly ◆ I 
misunderstood the instructions and 
didn’t arrive at the right time.

5.118 misbehave /%mIsbI"heIv/ (v)
behave badly

5.119 underestimate 
/%Vnd@r"estImeIt/ (v)
think sth is smaller or less than 
it actually is ◆ I underestimated 
the time it takes to walk to Steve’s 
house and I got there really late. 
� estimate (v), estimation (n), 
estimated (adj)

5.120 antisocial /%&nti"s@USl/ (adj)
not enjoying being with other 
people ◆ He’s very antisocial. 
He never comes out with us in a 
group.

5.121 firm evidence 
/%f3:m "evId2@ns/ (phr)
sth that shows definitely that sth is 
true ◆ There is no firm evidence to 
link Paul to the robbery.

5.122 creature /"kri:Í@(r)/ (n)
sth living ◆ There are strange 
creatures that live at the very 
bottom of the ocean.

5.123 squid /skwId/ (n)
a sea creature with a long soft 
body that uses dark ink to protect 
itself
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5.124 spur (on) /%sp3:r ("Qn)/ (v)
encourage to continue ◆ The work 
was very boring but I was spurred 
on by the thought that I was 
earning a lot of money. � spur (n)

5.125 redouble your efforts 
/ri:%dVbl jO:r "ef@ts/ (phr)
try twice as hard

5.126 specimen /"spesIm@n/ (n)
example of sth ◆ We were 
looking for unusual mushrooms 
and collected some interesting 
specimens in the forest.

5.127 habitat /"h&bIt&t/ (n)
natural home ◆ I enjoy watching 
films of animals in their natural 
habitats. � habitation (n), inhabit 
(v), inhabited (adj), inhabitant (n)

5.128 drift /drIft/ (v)
move slowly in water or in the 
air ◆ The boat broke free from its 
moorings and drifted out to sea.

5.129 bait /beIt/ (n)
sth used to attract and catch sth 
◆ We always use flies as bait when 
we fish in the river.

5.130 eager /"i:g@/ (adj)
enthusiastic, keen ◆ Nicky is 
always eager to get to school in the 
morning!


